TWO PUBLIC ENQUIRIES: GROWTH AND DISSENSION
literally, separating the Secretaryship from a Keepership, and appoint-
ing Forshall Secretary. They made the excellent and overdue reform
of making their officers' posts full-time, and raising their pay, if not
to anything adequate, at least by amounts that were relatively con-
siderable, they forbade at the same time their holding other paid posts.
(Panizzi, for example, now resigned his professorship of Italian in
the University of London, and Baber, who was sixty, went to his
country living, which he held for another thirty-two years. No longer
could it be said, as Cobbett had said in 1816, "the establishment is
in the hands of a few clergymen who keep poor curates to do their
clerical work at their fat livings, while they are living in idleness and
luxury at the Museum." They maintained the new Alphabetical
Catalogue, and made no motion to revive the Classed Catalogue,
which they rightly thought could wait to be a supplement to the
other. Other catalogues were put in hand, and a system of registration
of acquisitions was instituted.
This last change, necessary in itself, was unluckily rendered futile
and vexatious by that regarding the Secretaryship, since Forshall,
whose new office (even with control of the Copyright Receipt, which
was allocated to him) gave him too little to do, gathered the work
into his own hands and those of his immediate subordinates. Regis-
tration, carried out by even an able scholar who is not, as he cannot
be, an expert in the work of every Department, is a mere waste of
time.8 With printed books, which may be required for use as soon
as possible after their arrival in the House, the delay must have been
intolerable. But, intolerable or not, registration in the Office was a
relatively trifling matter. The new Secretary was a man of much
energy, and the Principal Librarian was not. As the Commission
of 1848-50 was to find, the inferior Officer was able to exclude his
superior (the only statutory Of&cer in the House) from the Board's
Meetings. He was also able to pack meetings, since there was no
fixed Standing Committee in operation, any Trustee being free to
attend any of its meetings, and Forshall summoned, as he said, any
that he might know were available at the time. And of this Com-
mittee, in whose composition there was thus no continuity, let alone
any impartiality, the Minutes were sometimes transmitted to the
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